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Arsenic is an element that has attracted people’ s interest since ancient times.
Public opinion used to consider it a powerful poison, and it is in the news again now as
a result of the biggest arsenic calamity in the world, reported in Asian areas. This has
led to a rediscovery of arsenic by the public, despite the fact that it has always existed in
the environmentasa “silent” toxin in numerous regions in the world. Every year, new
areas are detected in which the presence of arsenic exceeds the levels considered normal
by international organizations.

Scientific interest in arsenic has increased remarkably in the present century. By
using the ISI Web of Knowledge as a search tool it is possible to ascertain that, of the
23,144 published works on arsenic recorded in its database for the period 1956-2007,
6,764 have been published in the 21st century. The increase in scientific productivity in
the present century has been spectacular in areas such as Environmental Sciences, Food,
Metabolism, Health and Remediation. Thus arsenic is an old-established toxin which
currently continues to offer unparalleled opportunities for research.

As 2006, the First International Congress on Arsenic in the Environment, was
held in Mexico City in 2006, focusing on “Natural Arsenic in Groundwaters of Latin
America” . As a result of that event plans were made to hold a series of biennial
congresses with rotating venues in different continents, continuing with the themes of
the congress held in Mexico and also including aspects connected with toxicity and

effects on health. These events would provide participants with an up-to-date, global
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view of the studies of this contaminant that have been carried out, on a multi- and
interdisciplinary level. Hence the present announcement of the Second International
Congress, As 2008, with the title “Arsenic from Nature to Humans”, which will be held
in Valencia (Spain) from 21 to 23 May 2008.

The topics to be covered in the congress will be grouped under the following headings:

I. Arsenic in Rocks, Soil, Groundwater and Air

IL. Human Exposure: Sources, Intakes and Bioavailability
III.  Arsenic Metabolism, Biomarkers and Mode of Action
IV.  Environmental Health Effects and Risk Assessment

V. Arsenic Remediation

VI.  Assessment of Social and Economic Impacts

Arsenic is associated with many problems, being a natural or anthropogenic
contaminant in areas where human subsistence is at risk, comprising a large number of
chemical species with widely differing toxicities, and producing non-specific
pathologies which are hard to reverse and socially disabling. All these reasons indicate
the need to carry out cross-border and interdisciplinary studies. This congress can
provide a forum for exchanging ideas, sharing discussions and discovering common
interests. The scientific community involved in the study of arsenic needs to carry out
research which not only addresses academic aims but also contributes to the prevention
or reduction of exposure to arsenic and the toxic effects that it produces in millions of
affected people throughout the world.

We take great pleasure in inviting researchers, health workers, technologists,
students, legislators, governing organizations and all those interested in the study of this
fascinating element to participate in the As 2008 international congress “Arsenic from
Nature to Humans” .
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